NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
Draft Conceptual Restoration Plan And Environmental Assessment

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), South Dakota State Department of Game, Fish and Parks (GFP), South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Bureau of Land Management and Bureau of Reclamation, as cooperating agencies and Natural Resource Trustees, have available for public review and comment a Draft Conceptual Restoration Plan for Whitewood Creek and the Belle Fourche and Cheyenne River Watersheds of South Dakota.  The Conceptual Plan is written as an Environmental Assessment (EA) and will be open for a 30-day review. Comment period begins October 1, 2004 and comments must be postmarked no later than November 1, 2004.  This notice is provided pursuant to Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration regulations (43 CFR Part 11, as amended) and NEPA regulations (40 CFR 1506.6).  
The Plan’s purpose and need is to guide the spending of restoration funds to restore, rehabilitate, replace and/or acquire the equivalent of those natural resources and/or services that were damaged, injured or lost.  The Draft Plan is conceptual in nature and does not propose a particular project.  However, the preferred alternative is permanent protection and restoration of lands not contaminated with hazardous substances and keep restored lands in public ownership. 
Under the authority of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) of 1980 as amended, (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.), the Natural Resource Trustees assessed damages to natural resources resulting from release of hazardous substances into Whitewood Creek and downstream waters.  Trustees settled with the Homestake Mining Company of California, Inc. (now Barrick Gold).  Assessments are not cleanup actions of hazardous sites but provide a process for Trustees to compensate the public for injury to natural resources or services.  As part of a Consent Decree, Homestake agreed to a cash settlement with other settlement terms listed in the Draft Plan.  Settlement funds must be spent on restoration, replacement, or acquisition of the equivalent for the injured resources.  A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) created approving officials (GFP and FWS) to authorize expenditure of restoration funds.  

The Draft Plan is released in accordance with CERCLA and NEPA and evaluates several conceptual alternatives.  Details regarding projects and the application process for potential cooperators are contained in the Draft Plan.  Interested publics are invited to review and comment on the Draft Plan.  Comments will be considered and responses will be provided through a Final Restoration Plan and Environmental Assessment.  If a respondent wishes us to withhold his/her name and/or address in the Final Plan, this must be stated in the comments.
DRAFT PLAN AVAILABLE: 
Copies of the Draft Plan may be available for review at the following locations:

SD Department of Game, Fish and Parks:  http://www.sdgfp.info
DOI US Fish and Wildlife Service: http://southdakotafieldoffice.fws.gov 

Rapid City Public Library




Rawlins Municipal Library

610 Quincy Street





1000 East Church Street

Rapid City, SD  57701




Pierre, SD  57501

Siouxland Library, Main Branch

201 N. Main Avenue

Sioux Falls, SD  57104

Single hardcopies may be available from:

Whitewood Creek Restoration Plan Coordinator

Draft Conceptual Restoration 


Shelly Deisch






Plan for Whitewood Creek

SD Department of Game, Fish and Parks


Mr. John Kirk

3305 West South Street




SD Dept. of Game, Fish and Parks

Rapid City, SD  57702




Foss Building, 523 East Capitol

(605) 394-2391 





Pierre, SD  57501

shelly.deisch@state.sd.us




(605) 773-3381









john.c.kirk@state.sd.us

Draft Conceptual Restoration Plan for Whitewood Creek

Joy Gober

US Fish and Wildlife Service

420 South Garfield, Suite 400

Pierre, SD  57501

(605) 224-8693

Joy_Gober@fws.gov
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